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Announcement 
Call for Papers for a Special Issue on “Vision and 
Neurodegenerative Diseases” 
The old psychological dictum: “the eye is the window to the brain” is being supported by recent developments in the 
neurosciences. 
On the one hand, the neural network of the retina and its cellular and subcellular compartments have become a 
target of investigations by many non-visual neuroscientists. Beyond physiology, pathological conditions affecting 
retinal neurons, in particular the ganglion cells in primary open angle glaucoma, provide a rich field for investigat- 
ing molecular-genetic and neuronal cell death mechanisms. Along with pathophysiological studies interest grew in 
studies which may provide neuropharmacological information with relevance for developing therapeutic agents with 
promising neuroprotective capacity. 
On the other hand, neurologists and neuroscientists are beginning to recognize that typical neurodegenerative 
diseases uch as Parkinson’s disease and Alzheimer’s disease, not hitherto thought to affect primary sensory path- 
ways, may involve the subcortical pathways of vision, beginning in the retina. 
These converging interests are important not only from the point of view of neurodegenerative diseases per se, but 
also for vision scientists. Studying visual processing in neurodegenerative diseases provides opportunities for research 
to evaluate input-output relations of distributed pathways which may be selectively affected. 
Vision Research is devoting a special issue to the topic of cellular and behavioural studies of the visual system in 
neurodegenerative diseases. We are welcoming contributed papers in addition to a number of invited papers. 
Please submit one copy of your manuscript o Professor I. Bodis-Wollner and four copies to the central office of 
Vision Research. 
